




Editor: EDITORIAL 
J. J . Martin, 

Members will be pleased to know that Cameo was22 Constable Way, awarded a Small Silver Gilt medal at B.P.E. 1985. Our
West Harnham, contributors gained the award, for without them there 
Salisbury, Wilts. would be no magazine. 

SP28LN. Articles are still required on new issues. Studies of 
recent definitive sets are always needed for the new 
generation of collector.

Hon. Secretary: An editorial request. When preparing articles with 
M. Ensor, lists of dates included, please show the month in 
Flat 1, No. 12, The Paragon, letters, e.g. Jan. rather than the figure '1.' In the States, 

they reverse our order (or do we reverse theirs) and thisLondon, 
will save confusion. SE30NZ. Finally, Bernard Mabbett has advised that his St. 
Helena book advertised in the July 1985 Cameo should 

Hon. Treasurer and Admissions Secretary: be priced at £6 post paid to members of the Circle. 

R. J . Seaman, 
Copt Hall, Stock, 
Ingatestone, Essex. 
CM49BA Annual Subscription: 

United Kingdom and Europe £8 
Hon. Advertising Manager: Overseas (Airmail) £9 
G. R. Gibson, 

9 Boreham Road, Advertising Rates: 

Warminster, Wilts. Full page: £32 

BA129JP. Half page: £ 16 
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FINE ART AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS SINCE 1796. 

Auctions nearly every Thursday at Blenstock 
House with sales of a general and specialised 

nature and many opportunities for the collector of 
postal history and stamps of West Africa. 

£1 ,672 on 12th September 1985 

Members of the West Africa Study Circle are 
invited to send for free sample catalogues and 

details of catalogue subscription charges. 

Booklet on buying and selling at auction also available. 

Please state your collecting interest. 


PHILLlPS, Blenstock House, 7 Blenheim Street, New Bond Street, 

London W1 Y OAS. 

Telephone: 01-629 1877 Telex No: 298855 Blen G. 



POST OFFICE NOTICE, 1847 

In searching through p,a, records Philip Beale came across this p,a , Notice about the first Pa cket Service to W est 

Africa , It was in Post 14 Inland Circulation Branch and reproduction (reduced in size) is by kind permission of p,a , 
Archives, 

Instructions, No~ 37; 184'1. 

By Command of the Postmft!ster·GenernJ. 

NOTIGm to the PU'BLIC, 
. AND , 

Inatructions.to all Postmast,ers, 
Sub;'Postmasters,. and 1...etter. ~ece~.:vera. 

~ 

GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
December, 1847. 

AN arrangetnent having been Illude foie 
{lespatching one of'1IcI' JJtI't:(jesty'sSltips on the 
1st or every Monthl to thp. W~st Coast ' ~T 
.IIfriClt,ca;IJing' fft /1f1a/lei1~d 'ffl'i'd s.i'fwra Eenn,ll~ 

MaiI~, to 'be conveyed b)' ,s,uch Vessels, ,viII :iri 
fnt ure bemad'e 'up' at this Office on the E,;ening 
of the last day ,of each MQnth~ or when,~hat 
aay falls on SUJ1~a.y'l on the previous Evening. . 

All Letters .· 'Q.nd ,Newsp,ap.e,rs for. Sierra 
Leone, not ,directed to be forwarded 'l}y any 
other Vessel, ,viII be despatched in these Mails• 

.Letters and N'e"Yspapel"s' for· ll'.l)lQ.eir,n, OX' for 
any part ,of the West Coast of Afl'lca except 
Sierra Leone, ' intended to be sent by these 
'Vessels must bc' sp"ecia1ly addressed .by "Her 
Majesty's Ship." T he~rutn'le ()fit-he V esselwill be , 
announced in t.he Pitck'et J~ist about.the 26th Qf 
every Ilfontb. 
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1985/ 86 SEASO N 


We are particularly anxIous to acquire serious 

collections of most areas in the classical period, 

particularly those with postal history connections. 

The new season with three important International 

Exhibitions in USA, Sweden and South Africa, will 

require us to extend our stock significantly. Please 

write for an appointment or phone: 

w. E. LEA [Philatelists] LIMITED 

Kestrel Grange, The Mount, Esher, 

Surrey KT1 0 8lQ. 


Telephone: (from London) 78-68263 
(other areas) 0372-68263 
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AIR MAILVIA GERMANY 1934 

Charles Leonard has submitted a copy of a Gambia p.a . notice. The first official flight took place on November 10th 

1834 to Stuttgart. Germany. See previous Cameos concerning acceleration of mail from West Africa . 

NOT I CE. 


AIR MAIL via GERMANY. 

It is hereby notifi<·d ICII' g'l'III'ral ill/(WlIlaliClII Illal 1'0~lal pad... ('/s \\"ill ;)(' 
aecepU'u for trallsmissioll hr ail' IhulI B'-\,/,III'J(:-;'I' III (;('l'Il1olllr alld liI('II , (' 
by ail' (as fur as possihle) 11; all EuropI"w ('011111 1'; e."'. . 

The present. arrallgements Pl'o\'iu(:' f(u' it \\('ddy l<it'I'\ ' j 1'(' . Th" lIIail closl'; 
ill Ba/hlll'st at 110011 011 SATlJHDA Y :lIId ('OIT('l'iI"IlIlI('II(,I' lIonll""r !'I-aches 
LOlldoll on the lollowillg \Vedllel'iuay 1II01'l1illg-, 

Ally killd of Iclter packet, illcludillg- Hq~·istel'l..'(I, lIlay Lw St'lIt, hut 11I8U1'I'd 
articl(~s allc/ Parc(·It; Post an' 11111 acc/·p/I·cI. 

'1'1 	 '" le I'ates of postag-e ar(' as I(,lIo\\'s : ­
Lt:tLers, etc, 	 '1'" 11"",,1 ",,,",100., ) 

Briti,11 EIJlpir~ UI,c! "cr j uz, .to. I. j 

(j nilcd !:il.<lt,,~ "I' 	 ,\ !Ilt:riat 

To ()tller COUlllriC:l !,er ~ 0Z, O. I. 41 

Pllperll, ere. To all Coullu'ie:l per oz. O. O. H, 

TIll' tee must he fully pr'(,paid with U:\ .\'IIU A postage >italllps ill th(· IIslIal 
\\,IIY-Hlly padu~l 1I0t fully "n.·/lIlid \\ill 11111 hi' 1'iellt. by ail' Illail. 

All paekeU<! IIlust nellr tit .. liS 11 11 I Air ~Iail IIIIH'I Hlld thf' Il!ttl'J's D. L. 11. 

The limits of wl'i;';'ht aJl(I t;iz(' art' 1111' I;a III I' liS lIu' arlidl.'s translltilkd lly 
ordinllry po",t. 

1\1. M, ALJCHIN1.E('I{. 
Herein:r (,'t/jeml (/-'uJl~ 9' 1't:/r.'ll·(/j./IO J. 

Gl'/Icra/ POlit Office, 

Bathlll'st, Gambia. 
31"" Ocwbt:r, 1931. 

Printed by the Government Printer, Bathurtlt, Gambia-48-1 2·11,34. 
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AIR MAIL ETIQUETTES 

Little has been written on this subject. There is a brief reference to these labels in the Field pamphlet on 'Nigeria' 

which was published several years ago. Besides the usual 'PAR AViaN/BY AIR MAIL' labels, there are some more 
interesting etiquettes. 

Michael Wright has the above exa mple, white on a dark blue background, perforated, from a roll, on a cover from the 
Gold Coast dated June 24th 1939. Your editor has a similar example on cover dated June 5th 1940. 

A 1937 cover from the Gold Coast has a violet handstamp instead of a label. 

C1 IIR .lIL 
PAR AVlO.... 

West African Airways Corporation used a special label, white on dark blue, perforated all round, with a green logo of 
what looks like an elephant on a flying carpet. Your editor's example, again on a Gold Coast cover, is dated 1954. 

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY! 
To coincide with the opening of the Argyll Etkin Gallery, 

we have issued the first ever 

ARGYLL ETKIN PRICE LIST 

Included in this brief list ofaround 150 items are many gems selected 

from across the whole of our world-wide stocks. 


Existing customers should have received a copy by now. 

If, however, you have never dealt with us before, please send for a 


free copy now, and see for yourself the depth and importance 

ofour stocks of all couintries and areas. 


4-r~~U fUi» LiMitd 

The Argyll Etkin Gallery, 48 Conduit Street, New Bond Street, 


London W 1 R 9FB. 

Telephone: 01-437 7800 (5 lines) 
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WEST AFRICA USED IN EGYPT 1941-42 

M.TOZER 

I now have a littl e more information about the covers 
mentioned in my article in Cameo Volume 3, Number 1. 
Mr. Alan Brown of the Forces Postal History Society 
has been able to provide that information. 

"Regarding your covers with Gambia/Gold Coast 
stamps cancelled by Egypt Prepaid datestamps. You 
will note that the S.A. Army letter to which you refer, 
mentions the use of Dominion stamps. There were 
Australian, New Zealand, Indian, South African, 
possibly a few Canadian, and S. Rodesia contingents in 
Egypt during WWII. as well as the British, of course, 
and there was an agreement to accept the stamps of 
any of these countries at the APO / FPOs of any of the 
rest. 

" However, when it comes to the use of stamps of 
colonies which did not have any troops in Egypt (and as 
far as I am aware there were no West African troops in 
Egypt - those which fought outside West Africa, fought 
in East Africa and later in South East Asia). these can 

only have been used philatelically by some stamp­
conscious individual. Furthermore, if any individual had 
come to Egypt from West Africa, and happened to have 
some stamps in his wallet which he wanted to use up, 
they would have been the current KGVI series, and not 
KGV, as on your cover. I would not therefore regard 
such covers as authentic uses of Gambian/ Gold Coast 
stamps in Egypt, but just curiosities. 

"Regarding the postmarks on your cover: the Egypt 
Prepaid datestamps were allocated to places or units of 
the various contingents to replace their own field post 
office or army post office datestamps, which were only 
used normally for registered mail, since the Egyptian 
Post Office insisted on this as part of the agreement to 
allow concessionary postal rates for forces. 

" South African Army Post Office 28 (A.P.O.-U .­
M .P.K. 28) was located at Port Tewfik from 13.5.41 to 
12.6.44, and the Egypt Prepaid datestamp No. 65 was 
allocated to that APO." 

AUCTION REALISATIONS 
(Pri ces realised include buyer's premium wh ere applicable. Estimates in brackets.) 

Christie's Robson lowe June 4th 1985 

Ascension 1924-33 Badge Issue. Master Die Proof 
with uncleared value tablets, vignette and surround. 
Believed to be one ofthree known. £432 (£325) 

Ascension 1d. with v ignette blank, marked "BEFORE 
HARDENING " £324 (£250) 

Ascension Similar lots but 4d. £324 (£250); 1/ - £216 
(£250); 2/ - slightly soiled £259 (£250); 3 / - £351 
(£250) The 5d. " AFTER STRIKING" and dated " 28 
APR 1927" £351 (£250) 

Ascension 1934 Die Proof of the vignette as used for 
the 2d., 8d. and 2/6d. values, in black on wove paper 
(51 x 64mm.) £248 (£ 180) 

Christie's Robson lowe July 17th 1985 

Gambia 1880 4d. brown lightly cancelled in red on 
1886 envelope to Freetown, showing manuscript "4" 
in crayon and " 1880 issue" in red ink written along­
side, flap missing and some tears into the address panel 
but very scarce on cover. £378 (£ 150). 

St. Helena 1968 5/ - a marginal pair, variety 
imperforate, fine unmounted mint. £ 140 + VAT (£ 100). 

ASCENSION -WATERMARK VARIETIES 


1922 Definitives 

'l2 d. Reversed 
2d. B & K quote a reversed watermark but this has 
never been confirmed. 

1963 Definitives 

4 'l2 d. Inverted 

1966 B.B.C. Relay Station 

3d. Inverted 

1968 Human Rights Year 

2 / 6 Inverted 

1968 Fishes 1st Series 

8d. Inverted 

J. H. ATTWOOD 

1969 R.N. Crests 1st Series 

Miniature sheet Inverted 

1970 Fishes 3rd Series 

9d. Inverted 
2 / 3 Inverted 

1972 R.N. Crests 4th Series 

Miniature sheet Inverted 

1973 R.N. Crests 5th Series 

13p Inverted 

1973 Departure of Royal Marines 

1 2 P Inverted 
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1975 Wideawake Airfield 
24p Inverted 

1975 Anniv. of Occupation 
2p Inverted 

1976 Bird Definitives 

2p Inverted 
8p Inverted 

1976 Festival of Stamps 
Miniature sheet Inverted 

1977 Silver Jubilee 

Bp Inverted 

1979 80th Anniv. of E.T.C. 
15p Inverted 

1979Rowland Hill 
12p Inverted 

1980 Fishes 
25p Inverted 
40p Inverted 

1980 Royal Geographical Society 
All values Inverted (lOp, 15p and 60p) 

1981 Flowers Definitives 

20p Inverted 

1981 Duke of Edinburgh Award 

40p Inverted 

1982 Flower Defs. (reprints) 
[1 Inverted 

1982 B. B.C. External Broadcasts 
25p Inverted 

1983 Island Views 1st Series 
15p Inverted 

1985 Queen Mother 
12p Inverted 
15p Inverted (Just discovered) 
20p Inverted 

• Inverted means in relation to the normal i.e. if the 
normal is 'sideways inverted; then the variety is 'side­
ways' and vice versa. 

PETER DICKINSON 

FO R AF RICAN COMMONWEALTH 


If you are looking for the little extra which has hitherto eluded you, 
drop us a line. We stock 

Aden, Ascension, Bahrain, Basutoland, Bechuanaland, British East Africa, British 
Levant, Brit. Occ. of It.Cols., Cape of Good Hope, Egypt (Forces). Falklands, Gambia, 
Gibraltar, Gold Coast, GB (Officials only). Griqualand, Ireland (overprints). Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lagos, Mafeking, Mauritius, Morocco Agencies, Natal, Nauru, Niger Coast, 
Nigeria, Northern Nigeria, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, O.F.S., Qatar, Rhodesia, 
St. Helena, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somaliland, South Africa, South West Africa, 
Southern Nigeria, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanganyika, Togo, Uganda, Zanzibar, Zululand. 

If you wish to know more about us, ask your Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer or 
virtually anyone who collects West African postage stamps. 

"Kufena", IIsington, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ 13 9RW 

Telephone Haytor (03646) 472 
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ASCENSION - CHECK LIST OF MAJOR ERRORS 

J . H. ATTWOOD 

1938 Definitives 

2/6 Perf. 13'12 Frame printed double - once albino 

1963 Definitives 

1'hd. Blue omitted 
1s. Yellow colour misplaced well clear of the bird's 
beak, leaving the beak without colour 

1966 World Cup Football 

3d. Double print of violet colour 

1972 R.N. Crests 4th Series 

Double print of black on miniature sheet 

1973 Departure of Royal Marines 

12p Double print of black (wording, cypher and 
value) 

1976 Bird Definitives 
£2 Double print of black (cypher, value and 
inscription) 

1978 Volcanoes 
Blue omitted on miniature sheet (Ascension Island 
missing from each stamp 

1980 Ferns and Grasses 
18p Brown omitted (thorns) 

This check list excludes printing flaws on the stamps 
themselves such as Torn Flags, Cleft Rocks, davit flaws 
etc. 

GAMBIA. W.W.I. CENSORSHIPAND ROUTES 


I bid on this cover in the hope that it might have 
proved the existence of censorship in Gambia during 
W .W .I. Unfortunately, this was not the case but there 
are sufficient points of interest to ensure that the 
purchase was not a disappointment. 

Posted in Bathurst on August 2nd 1917, it received a 
" LATE" handstamp and arrived in Freetown on August 
8th, but it is not possible to tell wheri it arrived at 
Glasgow. Why was it sent via Sierra Leone? Did the 
"LATE" (incidently this is three years earlier than my 
previous record for this mark) indicate that the letter 
had missed the boat but the Post Office knew that, by 
sending it on to Sierra Leone, it could catch a vessel to 
the U.K.? Or was it something to do with the convoy 
system? 

The British had introduced the long distance convoys 
in May 1917 and, by August of that year, all Britain 
bound ships in the Atlantic, with a speed of less than 12 
knots, were being convoyed. Were the convoys 
assembled at Freetown? 

Another possibility is that censoring facilities were 
not available in the Gambia but were in Sierra Leone. 
The "Officially sealed" label, " PASSED BY CENSOR " 
and large blue crayon " 8" (censor's number) were, 
almost certainly, applied in Sierra Leone, being very 
similar to items already recorded by Jeremy Martin in 
his article on Sierra Leone censorship (see Cameo Vol.2 
No.7, page 176). 

But the mark which I cannot explain is the large " H" 
(or " 11" ) on the reverse, struck in violet, apparently by a 
rubber handstamp. It may, of course, be of private, 
rather than postal orig in. Can any of our members recall 
seeing this before? 
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GAMBIA. CONSIGNEES LETTERANDW.W.II CENSORSHIP 


This 1944 cover was endorsed "Consignees Letter." 
It was presumably handed to the ship's purser, after 
censoring, who put it into the post on arrival at 
Liverpool on May 4th 1944. The ship's name has been 
blacked out, presumably for security reasons, and the 
cover shows the Gambia civil censor cachet" N N/ 2 ." 

CHARLES LEONARD 

(but not the inland charges). Up to the middle of the 
19th century, these are fairly common but, with the 
gradual introduction of cheap universal rates of 
postage, the need was no longer there and it is unusual 
to find examples of this endorsement as late as 1944. 

Mayo's listing of Civil Censorship Devices, W .W.II 

The Consignee's Letter system had been introduced 
in the early part of the 18th century and enabled 
merchants, who had goods on a particular vessel, to 
send a letter (subject to certain restrictions on size) by 
the same vessel, exempt from the ship letter charge 

(Africa) records only " NN / l" and "NN/ 3" in this type. 
" NN/ 3 " is the most commonly seen of all the Gambian 
censor stamps but " NN/ l " is rare, being recorded on 
one date only. We now have a record of "NN/ 2 " which 
tidily fills what was an obvious gap. 

GOLD COAST. THE 1901 SURCHARGES 
C. DISBREY 

In 'The Postage Stamps of the Gold Coast' by H. A. Spowart published in 1929 by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., reference 
is made to the above surcharges, mentioning that 'the relative position of the two words of the surcharge also varies 
to some extent.' 

There was no illustration of the variations. I felt that Circle members might like to see some examples. Note in 
particular the position of the '0' of 'ONE' relative to the 'E' of ' PENNY' and also the 'E' of 'ONE' and the second 'N' of 
'PENNY.' 

~ ~'. -......... . 
- - -~---.=.= ..... ? • 

. COLO COAST 

i~ 1 ~~\i' I:'~ 
:~ .PBf(N:Y. ..{;l. 
"'.'-.~ -..:~J 
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GOLD COAST. THE 105. AND 205. OF 1911 

M.ENSOR 

In our study of the King Edward VII stamps of the 
Gold Coast there is a reference (on 12) to a 10s. 
green and red stamp on green paper a multiple CA 
watermark. Our statement that it is unknown to 
collectors except with 'SPECIMEN' needs 

The catalogue for the RL of 4 June 
offers a "rather water stained" example of this 

unoverprinted "almost certainly salvaged from 
the stock which was in the Colony in 
1913." A footnote recalls the corner plate number 
(No.2) block in the Royal Collection whose catalogue 
includes an illustration of the item and describes the 

stamp as unissued. We should have mentioned its 
existence in the Study, 

In contrast, the 20s. value, also on paper 
watermarked multiple CA and despatched at 
the same time to the Colony, does not feature in the 
Royal Collection, presumably for the same reason that 
Specimen overprints were not produced for despatch 
to UPU. We have (on p.13) that as the only 
perceptible change the 205. of 1902 was in the 
watermark this did not qualify it to be treated as a new 
stamp. 

GOLD COAST. CIVILIAN CENSOR LABELS OF 
ESECONDWOR WAR 

The Censorship Code Number 00 was 
allotted to Gold Coast: 

There are ten types of label known, and with the 
of type L5 were used to reseal letters opened 

by the censor. The label has no provision for a date and 
dates of are taken from the postmarks. 

Types L 1 are sometimes found on covers as well 
as a censor mark. 

Until access can be obtained to official records it is 
difficult to be definite about the si le of the labels, I have 
two labels sile 100mm. by 50mm. on covers able to 
take that size but other envelopes are only able to take 

MAJOR E. W. FARRANT 

a 90mm. approx. label, being a standard size envelope. 
Labels Types L/1 to L/4 are known in sizes from 
1 OOmm. wide to 84mm. wide and from 50mm. high to 
46mm. high. Type L/5 is 75mm. wide by 50mm. high. 

Censor Marks with the exception of the octagonal 
type 00/1 would appear to have ceased being used 
at the end of 1942 and only labels used from 1943 
onwards. 

Any amendments on additions which members can 
supply will be collated and a fully amended listing 
submitted for publication at a later date. 

Note: The printing on all labels is BLACK 

Type No. Colour erd. Ird. Postmarks 

L/1 a buff 31/8/39 9/1/42 Accra, Adeiso, Cape Coast Lame (Togo) Elmina, 
Takoradi Wharf, Sekondi, Wiawso, Kumasi 

L/lb buff 11/4/42 
red 17/1/42 7/8/42 Accra, Accra Beach, Koforidua, Wiawso 

Prestea, Takoradi 

L/2 buff 25/9/41 26/10/42 Tamale, Takoradi, Cape Coast, Accra, Kadjebi, 
Sekondi 

L/3 6 white 2/11/42 
7 white 5/11/42 
8 white 26/11/42 

13 white 20/1/43 
L/4A 31 white 5/7/43 

32 grey 21/12/43 4/3/44 Accra 
33 grey 11/8/43 4/9/44 Accra, Dodowah, Achimota 
33 white 28/4/43 13/7/43 Accra, Hohoe 
34 5/2/44 9/11/44 Nsawam, Accra 
34 5/6/43 30/7/44 Asamankese 
35 white 8/2/43 25/8/43 Kotoku, Hohoe 
36 8/8/43 5/6/44 Navrongo 
36 15/4/43 Navrongo 
37 grey 5/8/43 5/8/44 Sunyani 
38 grey 10/2/43 25/2/44 Half Assini 
39 grey 17/8/43 10/1/45 Aboso 
39 white 14/4/43 28/4/43 



42 grey 13/9/43 21/10/43 
43 grey 4/3/44 Accra 


332 grey 6/10/44 

334 grey 1/12/44 5/2/45 Awoso, Accra 

335 grey 28/4/45 Asamankese 

343 grey 19/2/45 Accra 

532 grey 22/5/45 Accra 


L/4Aa 233 grey 11/1/44 Odumase 
L/4Ab 234 grey 25/8/44 1/9/44 Asamankese 

235 grey 10/7/44 16/8/44 Bekwai 
L/4Ac 238 grey 3/11/44 Ashanli Newlown 
L/4B 532 grey 22/5/45 

535 grey 4/5/45 
L/5 red 18/9/39 Takoradi 

late usage: 	Member F, K, Kemme reports having two covers cancelled at Sekondi and Wiawso on 3 Jan 48 with 
type L/1 a labels, 

Type b 
(Round Letters) 

r-----------------~ 

Type L/2 

P,C90 

OPENED BY EXAMINER 

"...,.....-.-1
. :i. 1 \

00/ ..\ ......-.:-. 

Type L/3 

r.c. ?O 

OPENED BY' EXAMINER 

00/42 

Type L/4A 

The following types are similar to L/4A but have imprint numbers at the bottom left, 4mm, below the number, 

L/4Aa GPD,/W819 /3,000/5/44 
L/4Ab - GPO/W81 9 /5,000/5/44 
L/4Ac GPD/W1119/5,000/6/44 
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The Censor regrets that heP.C. 90 

is unable to allow theOPENED BY EXAMINER 
onward transmission of this 

postal article00/535 
Type L/4B Type L/5 

Note: The above label was reported in Cameo Vol. 3 No. 1 dated January 1985. The content is corect but the layout 
and printing has not been seen. 

The classification is that used by Dann Mayo in "British Empire Civil Censorship Devices, World War 11" Section I 
published 1978. 

GOLD COAST. CIVILIAN CENSOR MARKS OF 

THE SECONDWORLDWAR. PART 2 


MAJOR E, W. FAR RANT 

A check list of Type 1 - the Hexagonal Mark - was appear to have been allocated to both Accra and 
published in the July issue of Cameo 1985, and the Takoradi censor locations. Known in three colours ­
following completes the known marks. red, violet and blue. 

The Imperial Censorship Code Number 00 was 
allotted to the Gold Coast. Note 1 - Colours 

As mentioned in the hexagonal marks check listType 2 - "Upright Oblong Mark" 
colours vary but it would seem there were three basic 

The mark is 35mm. high and 25mm. wide. Only two ink ing pads - red, violet and blue. Wide variations of 
numbers are known - 00/ 2 thought to be allocated to 'these basic colours could be caused by using for 
Accra and 00/ 3 to Takoradi. Known colours are violet example - a red inked stamp on a violet ink pad, a blue 
and blue. inked stamp on a red ink pad, etc. etc., or the re- inking 

of a pad with a diHerent coloured ink. 
Type 3 - "Upright Octagonal Mark" 

35mm. high and 28mm . wide, and only the number Note 2 - Amendments 
00/ 1 is known. Where allocated is not known and is in I would appreciate any amendments wh ich would
violet. 

update the lists and a fully collated listing will be 
subm itted for publication at a later date. Does any

Type 4 - "Oblong Mark" 
member have a hexagonal m ark number 1,2, 4, 13, 14, 

A mark 73mm. wide and 14mm. high, which would 15, 16, 24, 26 or higher than 28 (a new amendment)? 

Type No. Colour 

2 00/ 2 violet 
blue 

00/ 3 v io let 

3 00/ 1 violet 
4 red 

violet 
blue 

Note: erd, = earliest recorded date 
Ird, = latest recorded date 

erd. Ird. Postmarks 

17/ 6 / 42 2/9/ 42 Accra, Nsawam, Koforidua 
25/ 4 / 42 30/ 6 / 42 Accra 

5/ 42 20/ 10/ 42 Sekondi, Prestea, Tarkwa 

6 / 10/ 44 11 / 6 / 45 

6 / 40 9 / 1/ 42 Accra 

4 / 3 / 42 6 / 6 / 42 Wiawso 

5 / 6 / 42 Accra Beach 
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PASSED 

00/2 

. ..............•.. 


• 
 ~ 
~ 

PASSED 

00/1 

Type 2 Type 3 Type 4 

The classification is that used by Dann Mayo in "British Empire Civil Censorship Devices, World 
War 11 " Section 1 published 197B. 

GOLD COAST. SWITZERLAND DURING W.W.II 
R.JOHNSON 

This cover has been submitted by Robert Johnson, a member of the Society of Postal Historians. It shows the 
charges and route for the double crossing of the Atlantic. 

Across the Atlantic twice to get to Switzerland in the 
Second World War. Two airmail rates of 2s .6d. and a 
surface rate of 6d. into Europe. (All 'h ounce rates). 
January 1942. 
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GOLD COAST. BOAT MAIL 

K. S. SARGEANT 

This violet cachet appears on a 1948 cover from Accra to the U.s.A. 

{f\ru . .., f)'\..\.4J. ~oJ~ 

~ 37'- .J ~a./ w­
~N/ 

L/ J P . tt ' 
j-""\4 t 

I have not seen It Detore and neither has your Editor. The main question is, is it a postal marking or is it a private 
thing used by a business organisation 7 

Since neither of us has seen it before, it could be a sort of mark that applied only to the top cover of a bundle. 
Any suggestions would be welcomed. 

THE LAGOS PROVISIONAL 'HALFPENNY ON FOURPENCE' 
J. F.INCE 

Due to a shortage of halfpenny stamps in August sheet, with all six stamps, the third stamp hav ing a clear 
1893, the colony of Lagos made its only provisional defective "E" of penny which prints as " F." 
issue by local overprinting of the current fourpence 

Porter makes no further comment but he does not 
stamps. Opinion has differed over the years as to 

include the defect as one of the many constant
whether there were four or six separate printings. 

characteristics which enable to different printings to be
After comparing notes with the late Robin 

categorized and the break in the letter must have
Sanderson, we came to the conclusion that we agreed 

occurred probably in the later stages of this initial
with Pemberton's view that there were probably only 

printing .
four and not six as stated by Porter. 

Printing " A," effected on only two stamps at a time, I myself have only one example of this error (on a 
was the first ~md considered to be the most scarce (see mint stamp) and have not seen any others. I shall be 
" The Stamps of Lagos" by Ince published by the Circle glad to receive advice from any other member who 
in March 1979). Porter, in an article in "Stamp either possesses another example or who can add any 
Collecting " in 1936 illustrates the bottom row of a information as to occurrence or scarcity. 
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NIGERIAN MEMBERSHIP OFTHE U.P.U. 

M. ST. J. WRIGHT 

In my article in Cameo whole number 12 on reply 
coupons I mentioned that while Southern Nigeria was 
in the UPU. and therefore able to issue reply coupons. 
Northern Nigeria was not, and that when the two 
territories were united in 191 4 the whole 
outside the UPU. The reasons for this 
various Reports of the Posts and 

Para 7 Before the amalgamation of Nigeria, 
Southern Nigeria belonged to the Universal Postal 
Union. Northern Nigeria had not joined. It was decided 
that Nigeria should not belong to the Union, and notice 
was given of the withdrawal of Southern Nigeria." 

1928 Para 27 (headed THE POSTAL UNION) 
"Nigeria agreed to join the Postal Union as from the 1 st 
of January 1929. Southern Nigeria was a member up 
to 1914, but Northern Nigeria was not owing to her 
unfavourable situation as regards the transmission of 
mails to French West African colonies at Union rates by 
carrier labour. The opening of the Northern Provinces 
by means of railways and motor roads now renders the 

situation less unfavourable." 
The 1927 report, however, makes clear that the 

the French of the Nigerian route had been 
talked about settlement with the 

French Post in respect of the carriage of mails 
over the Nigerian railway both ways between Lagos 
and Kano it says (page 16) "During the last three 
months of 1927 the bulk of French mail did not 
circulate via Nigeria, the administrative headquarters of 
the Territoire Militaire du Niger having apparently been 
removed from Zinder to Niamey, and the mail from 
France and French West African colonies circulating via 
Dahomey." 

The postcard illustrated below shows that mail for 
zinder itself was still probably routed through 
the writer of the card (which shows a 'vue of 
Zinder) gives his return address as "Via Liverpool 
Lagos" to his American correspondent. The card is 
postmarked 24/ SEPT/31. There is a 1 Dc. stamp on 
the face, and two impressions of a T inside an inverted 
triangle but no sign of any deficiency being collected. 

CORRESPONDANCE 'd.. Q-- . ,ADRESSE 
N1cTlre que ....f_'\~'~'" :.~ \ 
I: t1 r6.se..~ •

IT],pondaDCe 

' . 

.;; (to J~r:P 'ivY.)3
~'JYl <:: rfJ~ 

'l.tfr' ~'r ~o. I i Ifm' f/-r~ /I~' 
bld;~ 

-~---------------------------------

QUARANTINE IN NIGERIA, 1936 


The Elder Dempster notice illustrated related to the Imperial Airways service from Nigeria in 1936. Tthe wording 
used is similar to that shown in a time-table which shows the service from Lagos so, presumably, the notice was 
issued about October 1936 when the link was extended to Lagos from Kano. 



ELDER DEMPSTER LINES Ltd., 

AGE:-iTS FOR 

Imperial Airways, limited, and Subsidiary and A~sociated Companies, 
AXD 

ELDERS COLONIAL AIRWAYS, LIMITED. 

"'ofille '0 Pa..engel'l lea.ing "'igeria b~ Air 

QUARANTIXE PROCEDURE WITH REGAIW TO 
YELLOW FEVER 

An intending passenger must report personally to the 
Medical Officer of Health or, if there is no Medical Officer 
of Health, to the "Medical Officer of the area in which be 
is living, at least 7 days before the date of his departure. 

If the passenger happens to be living in a yellow feyer 
infected a.rea at t.he time, he will be required to reside for 
tiix days before embarkat.ion either (a) in a mosquito-proof 
dwelling on the aerodrome, under medical observation, or (b) 
in a healthy area, \lndf'r snrveillance by the Medical Officer 
of Health or the Medicttl Officer of tbat area. 

2. PIlf)::;ellgers 11)a,y embark at Apapa, Rano or Mai­
dugnri aerodrolllP hut not at a.ny intermediate aerodrome in 
NigerIiL. 

3. Illlme,li iltely prior to embarkation, the passenger 
Illust be seen hy the Medical Officer at the )Iedical Inspection 
Hoom on tJ!() aeroorome, The Medical Ofiicer will proyic1" 
him. free of ch;tl'~e. with i: hei1ltb C"ertificate which will 11" 
examinfd timing · the hil1t at :Maidnguri aerodrome iU)d 
which the p<1s,w ng p r "llOuld show on (lemand to the 
QuanmtillP .\nt,b()l'itie~ ()t tIll' countries tbrough which lJP 
passes. 

4. Vurillg the halt <I,t Maiduguri, passengers are 
required to c,tll at the M€Jical Inspection Room to hil\"e 
tbeir liP id th cel'titi (;atps endorsed. 

5. The aboye instructions fip ply only to pil::;se[!gen-: 
who are proct:'pding fn)ll1 ?\ Igeria to some other cOllntr} . 
Heillthy pi1ssengers tnly!·dling by a.ir between aerodrollle~ ill 
Nigeria are ::;ni)ject to 110 restriction other than 1lH'(1ical 
im;'peetion heforp cllluarkat,ion. 

Informalion and Ho')kin~s jr()m: 

ELDERS COLONIAL AIRWAYS, LTD., 
:'IIAlU\.\, LAGOS. 

Te /e/Chnnf :-Lagos 127 TC/C2ram8 :-Airways, Lagos . 

j H e. j) ..\I~' Tl.\JES L.~GOS. 
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NIGERIA. PRIVATE MAIL BAG 


For many addresses in Nigeria there is, as part of the 
address, the letters P.M.B. with a number. What does 
this mean and how is it used? This is a brief description 
of one such usage and it is reported so that it can be 
part of the record of postal history, perhaps some 
researcher, years from now, will thus gain a 
perspective on initials, P,M,B, No,-, 

In the 1950's there was a missionary stationed at a 
named ZakiBiam, The village was on the main 

Makurdi to Wukari and the road went on to 
Ibi, where it ended at the Benue River, Both Wukari and 
Ibi were rural towns which had postal service 
three times a week with the starting from 
Makurdi (where the mail came in by and going east 
one day, and the return trip the following day, 
The missionaries at unhappy at having the 
mail lorry go past their village often stopping there 

D, VAN REKEN 

to load or unload with their mail, decided 
that getting their mail bicycle messenger from 
Wukari could be handled in some better way. 

After with the Postal authorities, 
they that they could, for a few a 
year, arrange for a Private Mail Bag, They thiS and 
soon they began receiving their own mail in a bag 
which was made up at Majurdi, One day the sealed mail 
bag would come by lorry and the next day the 
missionaries would make up the mail bag to go back to 
Makurdi, 

Since the mail lorry now stopped at their station 
daily, many of their Nigerian neighbours started using 
this P.M.B, service. In the process of time, a Postal 
Agency named ZakiBiam was underwritten by a local 
sponsor, and the Private Mail Bag was no longer 
needed for the miSSionary family, 

ORTHEADVAN DCOLLECTOR 

Postal History, Proofs, Colour Tria Rare Sta 
Varieties, Multiples, the Elusive and Exotic; these have been our 

speciality for over 35 years. 

Photocopies of material relevant to your collection will 
be sent with pleasure and without charge. 

We are always interested in buying I of this calibre. 

RITCHIE BODILV 

72 Fitzjohn's Avenue, LONDON NW3 5LS 


Callers welcome by appointment Tel. 01-4358425 
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... the obvious choice! 

because .. , 	we are one of the largest auction compa in 
Switzerland, world's most prominent and secure 
philatelic centre 

because . " 	 we produce over 40,000 superbly illustrated deluxe 
auction es sent to an exclusive international 

because . .. 	of our sale of famous "Blue Boy" cover at US 
$1 million, the highest price ever paid a philatelic 
item! 

because . .. 	of our of the Sweden Treskilling yellow at S 
977,500, a world auction record for a European 
stamp! 

because . .. 	we offer an unrivalled service regarding advance and 
final payments according to your requirements and 
instructions 

because . .. of extension of our auction to the UK and 
the USA (bi-annual in New York). 

DAVID FELDMAN S.A. 

Case postale 81, (Offices: 175, route de 1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland 


Tel: (022) 57 25 30. Telex: 422757. DFSTAMPS GENEVA 
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SIE RRA LEONE. POSTAL MARKINGS BEFO RE 196 1 
P. O. BEAlE 

The Handstamps available to the Post Office were so rarely used, with the exception of the R for Registration and 

the occasional use of T for Tax, that this listing is bound to be incomplete. I have included Numbers 4, 7a, 14 and 18 

which are only known from the G.P.O. Impression Books. Not illustrated is a modern INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAIDI 

FOR AIR TRANSM ISSION. I would appreciate photostats of any further markings that members may have. 


-M1SSENT - TO 
UNPAID 6
SIERRA-LEONE 

3 

1 2 


IN SUFFlCIEN Tl.Y 
I--'R[pl"\) 

4 5 6 


FEE PAID 

RR TT 

6c 7 7
6a 6b 

-p..ti. lAn.LATE 'FEE Ut>U ~ ~-(!) T 
f\1 

10
7a 7b 8 9 
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RECEIVEDL \ In.~-
N"~ b~MY 61895 5 ~ 

SCH£D N~_ 

12 1311 

MISSErn TO SIERRA LEONE 


14 15 

Detained in Quara.nrine fOY 

extra fumig-atiCln..(qECr" SED~ID 
1716 18 

,-..-
RElURNED .Flru;T Am MAIL FRoui 

LE.TTER BRANCH 8ft:HHA LEONE. . 

MY 17 05 

FREETOWN 
20 

.' \-x.o~·rPOSTED ON STEAMER1 
21 

-<,0 c:,\~~~'" 
- ~\SS<rc.~~ 22 

INSUFflCIENTLT ..,yAID 

FOR AI1'- MAIL 

23 




STAMPS IN USE IN SIERRA LEONE IN 1949 

J.J.M. 

See Cameo 18 (Ascension) for previous note. This material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of 
Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 

THE territory known as Sierra Leone is partly Colony and partly Protectorate. It lies 
between 60 55' and 100 N . latitude and roD 16' and 13° 18' W. longitude, is bounded by the 
Atlan.tic Ocean 00 the south-west, by Liberia on the south-east, and on its semi-circular 
eastern, northern and north-western frontier by French Guinea. 

The Colony consists of the Sierra Leooe Peninsula, Sherbro Island, several small islets, 
a few narrow strips of territory in the hinterland and a strip of land along the' coast varying 
io depth from t mile to I mile. The rest of the territory is Protectorate. The total area is 
some 28,000 square miles of which 3,000 form the Colony, and the population at the last 
census was 1,768,480. 

The curreocy of Sierra Leone is British West African silver and currency notes, at par 
with sterliog. 

There are 21 post offices, situated at: Freetown (G.P.O.), Blana, Bo, Bonthe, Cline Town, 
Daru, Kailahun, Kenema, Lunsar, Magburaka, Makeni, Meno, Moyamba, Pendembu, Port 
Loko, Pujehun, Rotifunk, Segburema, Sembehun, Sumbuya and Waterloo. In addition 
there are 54 postal agencies at which stamps are sold. 

The first Sierra Leone stamps date from 1860. The current issue comprises 13 denomi­
nations, all engraved and recess printed by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., as follows:-· 

DENOMINATION I COLOURS SUBJECT DATE OF ISSUE 

td. Black and blue-
green Freetown I.5·38 

Id. Black and lake Freetown I.5·3 8 
qd. Mauve Rice harvesting 1.2.41 
2d. Scarlet Rice harvesting I.2·4 1 

3d. Black and blue Freetown I.5·38 
4d. Black and brown Freetown 20.6.38 
6d. Grey Rice harvesting 20.6.38 
1/­ Black and olive Freetown 20.6.38 
1/3 Orange-yellow Rice harvesting I.7·44 
2/­ Black and sepia Freetown 20.6.38 
5/­ Brown Rice harvesting 20.6.38 

10/­ Emerald Rice harvesting 20.6.38 
£1 Dark blue Freetown 20.6.38 

Freetown is the Capital of Sierra Leone and is surrouoded by high hills on the land side, 
as may be seen from this view of the Town from the Harbour. The border design consists 
of palm leaves, pineapples, bananas and other tropical fruits, together with a profile portrait 
of His Majesty, King George VI, which is copied from a photograph by Messrs. Bertram 
Park. 

Rice harvesting, a typical local scene in which men are seen cuning rice, while in the fore­
ground a womao is carrying sheaves 00 her head . On the right are kernel-bearing palm trees 
aod on the left stumps of felled palms show that the field is being extended. The profile 
ponrait of His Majesty is the same as on the other values. 
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NIGERIA 1968 'F.G.N.' OVERPRINTS 

- see footnote after SG 185 


We have a few interesting and exciting erros from 

this generally unappreciated issue: 


2/6d Kobs with DIAGONAL OVERPRINT £35 
Corner Block of Four, with additional 
OVERPRINT IN MARGIN £ISO IBig:

.l- 1 .1-,;A ' : 11Corner Block of Four, One Stamp 
OVERPRINT OMITTED £225 I····"·····:··········· ··,:···:·"',,.·····:.. :······· ~. :.. ! 

~!~: 

'·~11~1ff 
·· ···· ··· · · · · ·········m ··· · · I · · · ;:mm;·:~.·15/- gi~g~~~L~~~v~W~iI~~1f~oGif~¥~ED SIDE £35 

l 'I( Variety IN PAIR WITH NORMAL £451..------------~ 
We shall be pleased to submit these on five days approval 

MAJOR ERRORS Derek Worboys - Philatelic Connoisseurs
OUR BUSINESS 36 BEAFORD GROVE LONDON SW20-9LB 

- YOUR DELIGHT! Telephone: 01-5424868 & 01-542 5588 

MORElY STAMPS 

PO Box 28 


Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2LS 

(0734781477) 


for BRITISH AFRICA 
including Cameroons, Gambia, Gold Coast, the 
Nigerias, Sierra Leone, Togo, St Helena, Ascension. 

Price Lists available on request. 
Wants Lists welcomed. 
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A lot 01 our 249th Koehler auction to be held 5 to 8 February. 1986 in Wiesbaden 
(20 minutes Irom Franklurt airport) 

Please request our large and richly-illustrated catalogues of our three yearly 

GENERAL AUCTIONS (February - June - October) 
every sale contains about 9.000 lots including postal history, classic and modern stamps, 

major rarities and some 2000 collections and mixed lots of the whole world. 

Our agent in Great Britain: 

JAMES BENOON, PO Box 96, London NW8 9RN. Tel : 01-289 1075 will be pleased to receive your auction consignments 

and in urgent cases your bids. 

Please do not hesitate to contact him. 


Heinrich Kohler Heinrich Kohler 
Inh. Volker Parthen Bahnhofstr. 63/5 . 0-6200 Wiesbaden . West Germany 
Wiesbaden . founded 1913 Tel..: 01049-6121-39381 




